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L thank God | was five years of age. My sister was almost frantic with 

For making me a little lower than | grief. About a month after, one of the children, a little boy 
The angels, honour-clothed and glory-crowned ; 


; ; not quite four years of age, said to his aunt, Miss Record, 
rest E is ipa a AON, “Oh! auntie, look, there is dadda standing by the drawers, 
Somehow, by use of hand, or head, or heart ; | and he is looking at me.” The child was trembling and pale. 
This is the glory—that in all conceived, His aunt talked to him and told him he must have been 
Or felt, or known, I recognises mind, | mistaken, as his dadda was in heaven. My sister then put 

Not mine, but like mine—for the double joy— x ENER $ : 
Making all things for me and me for Him his little sister's dress on one of the drawer knobs, and taking 
ad. him to it tried to make him believe it was that which he saw, 
ary. 3 | To which he replied, “ Do you think 1 don't know dadda from 
THE MEDIUMISTIC EXPERIENCES OF MRS. M. A. Tama'i frock ph From this time the Tittle fellow began i 
KEEVES-RECORD, OF LONDON. look ill. His mother consulted a doctor, and told of what 

WE BECAME THOROUGHLY INTERESTED IN SPIRITUALISM. 


the child said he saw. ‘The doctor’s advice was to take him 
My sister and her husband, Miss Record, and myself now | to the vault aud show him his father's eoffin, giving it as his 
became very much interested in Spiritualism, and attended | opinion that unless this could be done she would lose him, 


all the meetings we could. We went to Mr. Cogman’s, who | This was done, and he recovered. But he could not be per- 


then lived in the New Road, where one Sunday we met Mr. | suaded that he had been mistaken about bis father. 
J. J. Morse, who attended for the first time to witness | 


Spiritualism, Never shall I forget that night. He came in | 
“to have some fun,” but the spirits took it all out of him. 
We had been sitting at home a long time and had fairly 


developed by this time. Miss Record, too, was developing | “ Yes, I shall, mamma; yes, I shall,” he affirmed. The little 
very quickly as a test medium, 


fellow must have been impressed by the angels, for I am 

From Mr, Cogman’s we were invited to Mrs. Main’s, | sorry to say he now lies on his deathbed, and will soon fulfil 
herbalist, in Bethnal Green Road, who held a meeting after | the prophecy made in his childhood, 
business hours every Tuesday night, her daughter, now THE PUBLIO ADVOCACY OF SPIRITUALISM PROPHESIED. 
Mrs. Fielder, being the medium, There I learned ates | At one of the meetings [ was told that I should be a 
concerning poe peniy out It was there also that I met Mr, | teacher of Spiritualism, and lecture to hundreds of people 
Oyerton, (0 f Australia, a medium. ‘This gentleman and Mrs. | gt 9 time, but I did uot believe it, as I had a great objection 
eee tha? se DE ET Ses an] to ya to ae saga Se I was : toacher of ghian. 

i i z arly in 187 was playing with my sister's children 
write out on tiny slips of paper any question I wished answer- | wlien [ felt a dreamy seta steal over af and I gradually 
er I oe ale ieee ang ane to up eat lost consciousness. When I regained it my sister said, 
amal] oae EDA ikoga Man PRIE A S You have been writing, and have put the communication 
by until the time appointed for our sitting, and found that | ;, your pocket.” I had not the slightest knowledge of it. 
Thad almost forgotten what my questions were, but decided | T took it out, and to our surprise we found it contained this 
Berit ny eer. T, opi minaga: i Preserve yonr kee for there is work for you 
he ao peas 3 A to do you know not of.—Julia Goodheart.” 
mind to act upon another, and I did not want them answer- I did not know any one of that name, One Saturday 
ing from that source. if I fant eho had evening I went to see a friend of ours who lived close by. A 
Pais on key any Fe a I peril ad T eae d gentleman friend of theirs was present, who was a good 


mee : medium. He said to me, “ Your guide is here, Her name 
Very much like the late superintendent of my Sunday-school | i, Julia Goodheart. You know her?” I replied, “I do not 


ladding) to answer them, This spirit friend came know any one of that name.” “Yes do.” h id “I 
0 Sa ats i you do,” he sai 
Overton asked him if he could answer my question. | i) His you her profile.” Which lie did, and T have it 
8 ‘Yes.” Then Mr. Overton said, “In God’s name | still. She is often with me. 

Bo panpoanawer orea ae goo nob raialead this young At the latter end of 1870 Miss Record and myself attended 


S do, you.alone will be rarman I then put | 4 meeting at St. John’s Hall, Clerkenwell. Some one who 

; on the table, one aba time, hen the answer | had seen me at Mr. Burns’s told the chairman, Mr. Steel, 

ven I wrote it out and put aside the slip of paper. | that I wasa medium. At his earnest solicitation we gave 

‘ns all the answers thus, I requested the spirit | thom a séance. ‘The result was so satisfactory that they 

y until I had examined them, to see if the | Perged for more. Many times have we been in all kinds of 

correct, I should aay the table tilted the | weather to meet crowded audiences. We always gave our 

of them, as “yes” or “no” was sufficient ; | services, and paid our own travelling expenses, Miss Record 

ro difficult were aepaned by Mr. Overton. | bacamo a very good test medium and psychometrist. The 

Wee paad, ben aah aig dan by one, | consequence was that invitations to give séances poured in 

| correct. I have an still ie meet- | pon us, which we willingly accepted without fee or reward, 

emn one to me. elt, then that. spirit I need not say that my sister was longing to have a 

pad getarmined to pursue it at any | message from her husband. One evening we received a visit 

band, anc his sister, Miss Record, | from Mrs, Fielder and Mr, Overton. We had a séance at 

Spe mibledt. It seemed just | which my sister's husband communicated through Mr. Over- 

ay the mists and doubts that | ton, which made her sorrowing heart beat with joy. Turning 

to me he said he could influence me, and would often give 

her a message. | said, “I do not want you to speak through 

me, Henry, as you cannot tell your wife anything but what 

I know ; therefore it will not convince her it is you.” For I 

was afraid leat anything should come unconsciously from my 

mind, although purporting to come from a spirit, which 
would be a decepti i 


Again, in a little time after the foregoing event, he was 
sitting at the table playing, and turned to his mother and 
said, “I shall die and go to see my dadda first, shan't T, 
mamma?” “I hope not, Arthur dear,” his mother replied. 


ception, and I detest a falsehood. 
ening while sitting I said, “ Henry is here.” My 
‘said, “ Let him influence you.” T replied, “It would 
vinca you, for he could only tell you what I know.” 
he could, “There is one thing that no one knows 
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: I thank God | was five years of age. My sister was almost frantic with 
Kar making me a little lower than | grief. About a month after, one of the children, a little boy 
E egel; honour-clothed and glory-crowned ; not quite four years of age, suid to his aunt, Miss Record, 

nis ia the honour—that no thing I know, | «Oh! Sac look at anda sadi ER $ 

Feel, or conceive, but L can make my own | ; auntie; pathi Lorp idl Laat SrAGCING, RY y aS SXE NOTE 
Somehow, by use of hand, or head, or heart ; | and he is looking at me.” ‘The child was trembling and pale, 
This is the glory —that in all conceived, His aunt talked to him and told him he must have been 
at el GRT, Lrecogplis tmin le’ | mistaken, as his dadda was in heaven. My sister then put 
Making all thinga for mia re fo? Him. i | his little sister's dress on one of the drawer knobs, and taking 


os ee aa him to it tried to make him believe it was that which he saw, 
A To which he replied, © Do you think I don't know dadda from 
THE MEDIUMISTIC EXPERIENCES OF MRS. M. A. | Emma's frock 7” From this time the little fellow began to 
KEEVES-RECORD, OF LONDON. look ill. His mother consulted a doctor, and told of what 
WE BECAME THOROUGHLY INTERESTED IN SPIRITUALISM, the child said he saw. The doctors advice was to take him 
My sister and ber husband, Miss Record, and myself now | to the vault aud show him his father’s eoffin, giving it as his 
became very much interested in Spiritualism, and attended | opinion that unless this could be done she would lose him. 
all the meetings we could. We went to Mr. Cogman’s, who | This was done, and he recovered. But he could not be per- 
then lived in the New Road, where one Sunday we met Mr, | suaded that he had been mistaken about bis father. 
J. J. Morse, who attended for the first time to witness Again, in a little time after the foregoing event, he was 
Spiritualism. Never shall I forget that night. He came in | sitting at the table playing, and turned to his mother and 
“to have some fun,” but the spirits took it all out of him. said, “I shall die and go to see my dadda first, shan't I, 
We had been sitting at home a long time and had fairly | mamma?” “I hope not, Arthur dear,” his mother replied. 
developed by this time. Miss Record, too, was developing | “ Yes, I shall, mamma; yes, I shall,” he affirmed. The little 
very quickly as a test medium. fellow must have been impressed by the angels, for I am 
From Mr. Cogman’s we were invited to Mrs. Main’s, | sorry to say he now lies on his deathbed, and will soon fulfil 
herbalist, in Bethnal Green Road, who held a meeting after | the prophecy made in his childhood, 
business hours every Tuesday night, her daughter, now | THE PUBLIO ADVOOACY OF SPIRITUALISM PROPHESIED. 
Mrs. Fielder, being the medium, There I learned much | At one of the meetings I was told that I should be a 
concerning the subject. It was thore also that I met Mr. | teacher of Spiritualism, and lecture to hundreds of people 
Overton, of Anstralie; a medium. This gentleman and Mrs, | ata time, but I did uot believe it, as I had a great objection 
Fielder ply) a Bing o dispel my doubts, for I | o speaking to adults, although I was a teacher of children. 
mayaka doubting Thomas” I bad A month in which to Early in 1870 I was playing with my sister's children 
paiaont:on tiny slips of paper any question I wished answer- | when I felt a dreamy seusation steal over me, and I gradually 
Ng: T wrote thirteen questions, and rolled them up into | lost consciousness. When I regained it my sister said, 
small pellets aud mixed them together, I then put them | “Yon have been writing, and have put the communication 
by until the time appointed for our sitting, and found that | ;, your pocket.” I had not the slightest knowledge of it. 
Thad almost forgotten what my questions were, but decided | T took it out, and to our surprise we found it contained this 
not to look at them to refresh my memory lest they should | jossace: « Preserve your health, for there is work for you 
read them from my mind, for I well knew the power of one | 4, do you a neor TaN Goodhente” 
mind to act upon another, and [ did not want thom answer- I did not know any one of that name, One Saturday 
ing from that source. ; ; evening I went to see a friend of ours who lived close by. A 
~ Mr, Overton Masked me i£ I knew, any friend. who had gentleman friend of theirs was present, who was a good 
passed on likely to answer my questions. I replied I should | medium. He said to me, “ Your guide is here, Her name 
ihe 7 much like the late superintendent of my Sunday-school | is Julia Goodheart. You know hert” I replied, “ I do not 
a Mr. iding) to epence them. This spirit friend came, | know any one of that name.” “Yes, you do,” he said. “I 
Overton asked him if he could answer my question. | wil] draw you her profile.” Which he did, and T have it 
d “Yes.” Then Mr. Overton said, “In God's name | 443) She is often with me. 
nnot answer them say so ; do not mislead this young At the latter end of 1870 Miss Record and myself attended 
u do, you alone will be responsible.” I then put | 4 meeting at St. John’s Hall, Clerkenwell. Some one who 
is on the table, one at atime. When the answer | bhad seen me at Mr. Burns's told the chairman, Mr. Steel, 
«wrote it out and put aside the slip of paper. | that I wasa medium. At his earnest solicitation we gave 
ll the answers thus, I requested the spirit | thom a séance. The result was so satisfactory that they 
ay until I had examined them, to see if the begged for more. Many times have we been in all kinds of 
e correct, I should „ay. tho table tilted the | weather to meet crowded audiences. We always gave our 
most, f them, as “yes” or “no” was sufficient ; services, and paid our own travelling expenses, Miss Record 
ult were explained by Mr, Overton. | bacamo a very good test medium and psychometrist. The 
ns and then the epaneraone by one, consequence was that invitations to give séances poured in 
corrects I have ton still This meot- upon us, which we willingly accepted without fee or reward, 
gmn pe ama „T felt then that spirit I need not say that my sister was longing to have a 
and I determined to pursue it at any message from her husband. One evening we received a visit 
d hen band, and his sister, Miss Record, | fom Mre. Fielder and Mr, Overton. We had a séance at 
i the subject. It seemed just | which my sister’s husband communicated through Mr. Over- 
the mists and doubts that ton, which made her sorrowing heart beat with joy. Turning 
to me he said he could influence me, and would often give 
her a message. T said, “I do not want you to speak through 
me, Henry, as you cannot tell your wife anything but what 
I know ; therefore it will not convince her it is you.” For I 
“AA | was afraid lest anything should come unconsciously from my 
| mind, although purporting to come from a spirit, which 
-wotild deception, and I detest a falsehood, 
ng while sitting I said, “ Henry is here.” My 
Let him influence you.” T replied, “ It would 
‘not convince you, for he could only tell you what I know.” 
1 | She said he could, “There is one thing that no one knows 
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but he and I. And if he can tell you, or show you what it 
is, I shall never doubt again.” I then laughingly said, “ Now 
Henry, what is it? Convince your wife this time.” Which 
he did to her full satisfaction, and she rejoiced to realise that 
her loved one was near her still and fully cognisant of her 
circumstances, and could give her counsel and comfort in her 
daily life, 

Her children, too, realised their father's presence, as it 
was our custom to allow them to be present at our circle. 
And they would often ask when were we going to have the 
next meeting, so that dadda could come. They were taught 
to listen to his counsel and follow his advice, 

I now began to develop the gift of clairvoyantly secing 
the living when they were miles away from where I was, and 
I could describe every particular concerning them, even to 
their general character and their tone of voice, 

(To be continued.) 
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WHO ARE THE ANGELS? 
By ALFRED Kitson. 


Ir is necessary to clear the ground of erroneous conceptions 
regarding the nature of angels, in order to prepare the soil 
for the reception of the seeds of truth, love, and affection, 
which we hope to sow in the minds and hearts of an aspir- 
ing humanity. The idea that the term “angel” refers to an 
order of spiritual beings who have nothing in common with 
the birth, life, and death of humanity, that they were 
specially created for the service of God in heaven, is gene- 
rally entertained. We have neither time nor space to trace 
out the inception and development of this idea, as we must 
utilise them to show that there is no warranty for it. 

We must bear in mind that the Scriptures were written 
in Hebrew and Greek ; that very often the meaning of cer- 
tain pagre of the former were very obscure to the trans- 
lators, that through thia cause alone many errors have 

into the text. To wit, Joseph’s ‘coat of many colours,” 
Gonesis xxxvii, 3, should be “a long tunic with sleeves.” 
The “mules,” Gen. xxxvi, 24, ought to be rendered “ warm 
springs.” The “unicorn,” Num. xxiii, 22, should be “a 
wild ox.” In Isaiah xiii, 21, 22, the “owls” should be 
“ostriches”; the “aatyra” should be “gonta”; the “wild 
beasts of the islands” are “wolves”; and the “ dragons” 
should be “jackals,” ete. 

With such facts as these before us we need not be sur- 


to God, and as a mes- 
an angel of God, so a mes- 


of the ; 


Se 
_ We thus learn that angels are not a special order of 
spiritual beings who never lived on thig earth, but are the 
good, the wise, the noble, and virtuous of earth's sons and 
daughters, among whom we count our fathers, mothers 
sisters, brothers, sons, daughters, and friends in general, 
who are God's holy messengers, making known to all tho 
recipients of their ministrations his holy and divine will; 
teaching us of life and its duties; the nature and conditions 
of the great life beyond the portals of the tomb ; correcting 
the errors of thousands of yeara—the fall, tho curse, the 
atonement, everlasting torment, a burning hell, and a wrath- 
ful God. 

What a mighty, stupendous, and glorious mission these 
messengers, these angels, are engaged in! Let us welcome 
them to our hearts and homes, and nobly second their efforts 
by letting the light of the spirit become manifest in our 
daily lives—lives of justice, uprightness, sincerity, love, and 
kindness towards all mankind. Let us make known tho 
glad tidings of great joy to the mourner, the oppressed, the 
downtrodden, and the outcast. Let us teach them that 
there is hope for all who will cease to do evil, and com- 
mence to do good, And thus will mankind learn who are 
the angels, and thank God for their angelic ministrations, 


ee 


NATURAL LAW IN RELATION TO THE EXISTENCE 
OF A SPIRITUAL UNIVERSE 


By J. J. Morse, 


Natunat law bas aptly been described as the observed order 
of sequence in the phenomena of nature, In which case it 
merely records the amount of knowledge we possess of how 
things happen, but not why they happen; while, also, it 
must be remembered that “natural Jaw” only implies 
limitations to the extent of knowledge, but not in the 
direction of non-knowledge. In other words, to limit the 
possible in nature to the amount of knowledge we possess ns 
to “natural law” is arbitrary and injudicious, to say the 
least. 

The intelligent Spiritualist unhesitatingly admits the 
operation of natural law os a factor in all problems per- 
taining to existence, upon whatever plane the existence may 
be expressed, But he can scarce repress a smile when those 
who talk so earnestly about natural law oppose their non- 
knowledge to his actual knowledge; as for instance, when it 
is vigorously assorted that there can be no “spiritual” world, 
as it is contrary to natural law, It is at once plain to any 
ordinary mind that the two difficulties here involved are what 
is meant by the terms “natural” and “spiritual,” for upon 
these two questions turns the whole matter, A circle with 
two centres is impossible, yet an ellipse with two foci—ai 
extension of the principle of a circle—is an ordinary and 
acknowledged fact. Without, just here, stating matter and 
spirit are the two foci of an ellipse which represents the dual 
universe, yot, nevertheless, the thought may be remembered, 

The generally accepted teachings of natural law are that 
the universe is described as sufficient for its own phenomena ; 
that matter and force are correlatives ; that force is inde- 
structible ; thatthe sum of the universe ever remains tho 
same; that a beginning, in the sense of a cron 
omens rej 
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The hypotheses accounting for the existence of this earth 
may be divided as follows: It has always existed ; it was 
thrown off the sun as a tributary body ; it was “ created” by 
God, Naturally the believers in the last will reject the 
teachers of the first as heartily as those teachers would 
reject the believers. Yot, in a sense not accepted by cither, 
both may be true. ‘The testimony of physical astronomy, 
geology, chemistry, and mathematics all tend to support the 
middle hypothesis, loading to the conclusion that the primal 
state of the earth was that of a nebulous, annular body, 
surrounding its source, and ultimately losing its annular 
homogeneity by the creation of a special centre of gravity, 
which, asserting sufficiont influence upon the mass, became 
a nucleus, around which the nebulous mass associated. But 

as nearly everybody knows the theory of world building 
that arises from the foregoing considerations, there is no 
necessity to elaborate it further. ‘I'he essential point to be 
presented is this, that, accepting as true the theory laid 
down above, the condition of this carth at the time of its 
evolution from the sun was that of an amorphous, nebulous, 
incandescent mass, a buge sphere of fire, and utterly unlike 
the present earth we are all familiar with,  Wurther, 
chemical analysis shows us that it is possible to so reduce 
matter that it is resolved back, apparently, to its elements 
and primal forces, 

Three points occur here. From the primal elements 
hayo come chemical substance, organic substance—vegetable 
and animal—consciousness, sensation, instinct, and intelli- 
gence, Are all these modes of forco? If so, force is 
potentially possessed of these several things that it, force, 
thus actualises in the conditioning of itself! This “ condi- 
tioning” represents what is described as matter, or the 
material world. There need be no grave objection raised. 
There seems to be some potential su/-stance, which, working 
along one line of operation, ultimates in the condition called 
matter. Is this szb-stance capable of operation upon any 
other line? Is it wise to argue the eternal persistence of a 
material universe? May not “death,” either in minerals, 
trees, or men, be but a devolution of forces—that such parts 
ns are fit may be, as it were, lifted up—else how account for 
the ascent of conditioning—from the imparticled to the 
particled, from the inorganic to the organic? If we look 
upon the earth as a mode, or condition, which had a com- 
mencement, may it not end? And if natural law has a 
universal application, may not commencings and endings— 
not of force or of the substance of being—but of modes and 
conditions, as represented in earths, suns, and systems— 
follow as a natural result? And as the swb-stance is in- 
destructible, it may vary in its modes, and create, conse- 
quently, new or other conditions and phenomenal manifesta- 
‘tions, as real in their order as any known to us in our order, 
In which case a “spirit” world or a “matter” world are 
but differing modes—conditionings—of the one underlying 
ji nt sub-stance, Tho “spirit” world is succeedant to 
th atter” world, and, possibly, carrying forward the 
‘results of this conditioning to a further unfolding of the 

tialities contained in them. 
‘conclusion, my case is, the spiritual world of the 
ists reats upon the indestructibility of the swb-stances 
verse, of which it is a mode or conditioning, and 
‘complete harmony with natural law, upon 
ind by which it is ouly possible. In no sense 
common with mystical transcendentalism, 
uralism. atter and spirit can thus 


ms de variant manifestations of the 
differing planes of conditioning. 
LARATION OF A SPIRITUALIST —Dr, 
ent medical papas of St. Joan 
uitted his body at the age of 85, 

quarter of a contury, loft 
which he directed should 

was laid in the 


ute 
oxis 
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THE RESURRECTION AND FUTURE LIFE, 
By G. NEWTON, 

CONCERNING no subject of vital interest to the human mind 
are theoretical doctrine and familiar belief and Spiritualism 
so widely discrepant as in regard to that most solemn event 
of human life, the resurrection after death. Life and immor- 
tality, rightly viewed, are not two distinct things, any more 
than time and eternity are. Life runs on into immortality, 
partitioned from it only by a thin dissolving veil of flesh and 
blood; time is simply that part of eternity in which we now 
exist, Doctrine says the resurrection is to happen in the 
remote future; Spiritualism proves that man is by birthright 
immortal, and that the resurrection occurs simultaneously 
with dissolution, Whatever light Scripture may have thrown 
upon death, the Spiritualist cleaves with undeviating affection 
to the fact of an immediate resurrection, and that death is 
the entrance into the better land. How beautiful is the 
monody of the old Greek poet :— 


“ Prote, thou art not dead, but hast removed to m better place, far 
from all ills The winter pains thee not, neither does beat nor disease 
trouble thee, nor hunger nor thirst; nor is the life of man any longer 
desired by thee, for thou livest in the pure splendour of Olympus,” 

Jyrus, on his death-bed, desired the Persians to rejoice 
at his funeral, and not to lament as if he wero really dead. 
The Arabs regard it impious to mourn for the deceased— 
“That is,” they say, ‘for those who are with Mohammed in 
paradise,” The healthy mind recoils from the chill idea of 
the coflin, and fastens on the sweet conviction that the 
vanished one is alive ; it thinks of the corpse in the grave 
merely as an old garment, consecrated by the loved being 
who had used it, but of no value in itself, and soon to become 
the dust from which it was moulded. Neyer was there a 
more lovely illustration of this faith than the epitaph on the 
mother and child in the Greenwood Cemetery, at New 
York :-—“ ‘Is it well with thee? Is it well with the child?’ 
And she answered, ‘It is well.’” 

In order to gain a true idea of the resurrection, we 
should have a clear conception of what the spirit is, and 
some knowledge of what constitutes death, The spirit is no 
mere appendage to man, formless and insubstantial, but ts 
man himself. Death is simply the departure of man from 
his temporary material body, and entrance upon conscious 
life in the spiritual world. “It is the soul |spirit],” says 
Hierocles, “ that is you; the body that is yours, What we 
are, is one thing ; what wo have, or some time have had, 
round about us, is another, We must not confound them.” 
It is because they are confounded, that people cannot see 
how the spirit can be independent, and live and act separately 
from the body. As we cast off our clothes at night, and 
wake to the world of visions, so it is at death; we cast of 
our temporary bodies, which are only so much apparel, and 
become conscious of the world of spirits, A man never dies. 
A change comes over him, but life is never extinguished. It 
is a solemn thought, but somewhere, our departed friends 
are every one of them alive—consciously, vigorously, alive, 
Further, as the spirit is the man, and the material body his 
house, while upon earth, a man is never really buried. 
Man is where his conscious being is, his memory, his love ; 
and since these cannot be put into the grave, the man is 
never put there, So far from the grave being our “last 
home,” it is not a home at all, for we are never laid in it, 
“How shall we bury you?” said Crito to Socrates, before 
he drank the poison, “Justas you please,” replied Socrates, 
“if you catch me!” Socrates knew better than that he 
hon die, He saw death as a vapoury curtain, through 
which he would burst into another tito, “T shall not die ; 
I shall never die,” is what every man ought to say; “bury 
mo if you can catch me.” 

Burying, as commonly spoken of, is gross material 
idea, thoroughly vulgar and unpoetical, the result of 
materialism in theology, and a striking proof of the small 
amount of spirituality current in the popular religious creed. 
To talk of a man being “buried ;” put into the earth, and 
lying there, while his chet is somewhere else, is no less false 


and illogical to the understanding than it is offensive to the 


feolings, We ought to teach children, from the earliest, 
that there are no men and women really in the grave, and, 


Healy, fey, 


better understand and receive this truth than 
eir elders. How difficult it is to make a child 
‘mother or father is under the sod; and how 

0 etimes made to force it to believe the 
Leave it alone to its heayen-born 
about dead bodies and the grave 
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does more than anything else to vitiate religious teachiug, 
to hinder consolation for loss of friends, and, in general, to 
mar faith in immortality, Happy the day when all shall 
learn that the corpses of the departed are no more thau 
relinquished garments of living men and women—temples 
of God in which divine service is over and finished, the 
chanting hushed, the aisles deserted, the spirit free, the 
resurrection past, aud, lo—the child of angelhood. The 
conviction that our departed friends are alive fashions our 
own expectations. No one ever imagines from their heart 
that they are to lie indefinitely in the earth, but rather that 
death will be to greet and be greeted by old well-known 
faves, shining in the sweet lineaments of love—that as we 
were received when, as little infants, we entered this world, 
with tenderness and affection, so shall we be when, as men 
and women, we enter the next; that, in short, pleasant things 
aud states will immediately supervene. It is enough that we 
have a spontaneous hope of it, for the hopes of the heart 
are rarely deceptions ‘‘ We are somewhat more than vur- 
selves in our sleep,” says Sir Thomas Browne; ‘‘the slumber 
of the body seems to be but the waking of the soul.” 

To enter the spiritual world, or rather, to become conscious 
of it, requires no long journey. Man is from his birth au 
inhabitant of it. Wherever there are material substances 
and material worlds, there likewise is the spiritual universe. 
Could we be transported to the most distant star that the 
telescope can descry, we should not be one hair's breadth 
more distant from the spiritual realm. It is only to the 
unintelligent that it is distant, and thus, like the beautiful— 
at once quite close and far away. The spiritual world is 
close to us, because we have concern with it. The notion 
that heaven is somewhere beyond the stars—a country on 
the convex side of the firmament, merely an elevated part 
of space—has long since been ueutralised by the discoveries 
of astronomy alone. ‘The blue, radiant, infinite sky is the 
material emblem of heaveu; but heaven itself is within the 
human breast, when we ure at peace with ourselves and all 
men. We can bave heaven or hell here, according to our 
condition, the same as we shall bave if we have not paid the 
debt due to God aud mau, when on the resurrection morn 
“we shall know as we are known.” But yet we can say 
with the poet :— 

My kindly neighbour, gone before,” 
To that ans IA a aa 
Shall we not meet as heretofore, _ 
Some summer morning t 
When from thy cheerful face a ray 
OF bliss hath struck across the day— 


A bliss that would not go away— 
A sweet forewarning. 


EE —— 
HOW LIVES ARE WRECKED. 
By Mrs, M. H. Wats. 
is old Ruth,” said Stephen Morland, as I 
him one bright spring morning. * A queer 
“ Poor Ruth; her’s has been 


' a bit. We were all interested, she was 
| They grew fonder aud fonder of each other, 


a bonny lass. 
Á He was rather 
a quiet chap, but every now and then he would wake up and 


be the life of the place—a bright, honest fellow, and you 
couldn’t rouse him quicker than by seeming to doubt his 
truth 7 

“She loved him like her life; we soon saw that she'd 
give him the saucy word, but be was the light of her eyes, 

“ Well, they were married, and all the folks thought they 
would surely be happy. He was a ‘lucky’ fisherman; no 
matter whose boat was light his would be sure to be heavy ; 
he'd a taking way, too, and people liked him, so their pros- 
pects were fair enough. 

“Things went all right for a time, then we began to 
notice a ‘dour’ look on Jim’s face, and Ruth—poor lass! 
her bright eyes looked dull, or else had a kind of fierce gleam 
in them, . 

“Then we noticed wherever he was she was sure to come 
stealthily in, and we thought she kind o’ watched him. He 
would often take no notice of her, but go on laughing and 
talking with his mates or the other lasses. 

“You know folks will talk, sir, but we none of us liked 
to say anything tò them; but the tale got about that, in 
passing their cottage, loud words had been heard and some- 
times screams, not of pain, but as tho’ one on ’em was 
screeching like in right down anger. After a bit it all came 
out—she was jealous of him; couldn’t bear him out of her 
sight, and was always o’ taunting of him with speaking or 
laughing with t’other lasses, and he’d got to sneering at her, 
and, as if to plague ber, would make some remark about a 
woman, as though he really liked others better than her, 

“Then she would get wild with passion, and seem like 
one possessed, and make these strange screechings. 

“I talked to him several times, telling him he should 
bear with her, but he would turn proud and cold-like and 
say sie should not doubt him ; he never thought in the way 
she hinted of any other woman than herself, but, ho was 
that proud he wouldn’t tell her so, and when I tried to tell 
her sbe wouldn't listen, or would ask, scornfully, how much 
I was to get for telling those fine tales? 

“ Poor lass! I did pity her. She was letting this flame 
of jealousy burn her up, and she got to look like a shadow 
of the bonny lass who was wed two short years before, Jim 
was almost as bad, getting thin and haggard, but with that 
proud set of his lips as showed he wouldn’t give in. 

“ One day she caught him, as she thought, walking with 
one of Benson’s girls, The truth was he had overtaken Jano 
Benson, and had walked with her a few steps to ask after 
her father, who had fallen and broken his arm a short time 
back. But Ruth watched them and fancied it was arranged 
between them, and when she taxed him with it Jim was too 
proud to explain, so the old quarrel became fiercer and 
fiercer, until one day, transported with passion, Ruth caught 
up the lamp and threw it at him as he lay in bed, 

“The curtains caught fire, and soon the bed was a mass 
of flame. He was not much hurt, having quickly drawn the 
clothes up to sbield his face. 

“She, stupefied for a moment by what she had done, 


such 


ered and fell, dragging the 
ith her ; one of the bars struck 
her out she was unconscious. 


ly recovered, and ever since has 
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THE REALITIES OF SPIRIT LIFE. 
THE MANY MANSIONS. 
Aw Inserrep Discourse, py Mrs. E. L. Watson. 


WE have witnessed the birth of spirits into the spirit world, 
and watched with interest their first acquaintance with 
themselves within their new environments. They look with 
wonder upon the body from which they have escaped, and, 
| turning their vision upon that in which they find themselves, 
note the correspondence between the two, and it is very 
evident to them that this change, which they supposed 
| would destroy all substantiality, makes the world more real, 
Í their spiritual bodies being nctually more tangible and real 
thau the body of clay, How is this! Itis simply a question 
of spiritual sensation ; we are more really alive in our entire 
organisation than in the old house from which we have been 
removed by death. Things before impalpable to us are now, 
from the increase of this sensibility, clearly conveyed to our 
spiritual consciousness. 'l'o the eye is added not only the 
microscopic, but the telescopic lens also. ‘The gift of clair- 
voyance, as it is called, is simply a prophecy—a promise of 
what all shall possess in the spirit world. ‘To find the world 
of spiritual realities you have simply to develop the spiritual 
faculties which lie dormant within your present, organisation. 

In regard to the different views which spirits bave of the 
apirit world, and of spiritual things, do they differ any more 
widely than you in your estimates regarding the earth? 
Suppose you ask a number of men to write the history of a 
day's experience in your city; let them travel the same 
ground, see the same persons, and meet with similar experi- 
ences, how different would be their descriptions! One is 
clear-sighted, intellectually developed, almost clairvoyant in 
his perception of human character ; he studies the faces and 
reads the souls through the countenance: the other has 
none of this perception, and looks only upon the surface— 
notices only the physical form. This is precisely true of 
spirits entering the spirit world : each sees according to his 
unfoldment, and gives you a correct description as he sees 
his spirit world, the difference arising from the different 
degrees of culture of the perceptive faculties, Your present 
yearnings, tastes, habits, the tone of your character—all go 
with you into this new life, being a part of you; immortality 
were a mockery—nay, a misnomer, if it were not true. 

The dividing walls between you and the spirit world 
exist in your own organisms, and they will be annihilated, 
and you shall, face to face, be in communion with the 
inhabitants of the spirit world; for the time cometh when 
Clairvoyance will not be phenomenal and exceptional as now, 
but when all eyes shall be open to the realities of the world 
iu which dear ones are now dwelling, 

You think of the spirit world as a land of cloud—misty, 
‘vague, and unreal—and the idea that the spirit is a tangible 
ing seems almost inconceivable. A moment’s reflection 
vince you that the spirit only possesses tangibility. 
Spirit that records certain states of its environments 
es you the idea of tangibility, aud the spiritual realm 
open field, with beautiful forms and materials of which 
have no knowledge or conception. 
my Father's house are many mansions,” ‘The great 
n spiritual development precludes the possibility of 
} as the ancients pictured, where all shall be 
with the singing of psalms and the fingering of 
r to meet the needs of each there must be a vast 
the further you advance in spiritual life, the 
of individual experiences and necessities. 
s are graded to the capacity of the spirit ; 
ter the idea of the individual 
he necessities of each spirit ; 
the spiritual existence with fulness 
ty, making a way for every human 
of joy. 


ld into which the soul is introduced 


walls save those springing from the spirit’s consciousness. 
Each must gravitate to his own plane and society ; therefore 
the good and the bad, the ignorant and the wise, find their 
proper place. 

You are preparing your place in spirit life now; and as 

you build your houses of wood and brick, as truly are you 

building those mansions to which you will be transported at 

the change of death. It depends upon your own action, your 

own will, whether it shall be a palace or a hovel ; whether it 

shall he adorned with beauty and harmony, or whether it 

shall present to you dread images of remorse that come up 

from the wasted years; perhaps pictures of little faces 
that you have caused to be bathed in tears; of woman's 
heart, upon which you have trampled; of souls that you 
have crushed by cold discouragement. It depends upon you 
whether the place shall be prepared by the beautiful minis- 
trations o: love, or whether it shall be barren and cold 
from selfishness. The dear departed ones are not idle; 
they live in a world of reality. Nature does not dismiss her 
children, but welcomes them in the new state as in the old, 
and there is room fora faithful love in the spirit world. 
Those who are mismated here shall fall apart, and others 
who are trnly your own shall meet you there. Souls whom 
you have never seen in the form you will find there, aud 
they will seem like old acquaintances, They, too, are 
preparing a place for you, and, though its foundations are 
laid in your own life, their Jove can work wonders. Woe to 
him who by no generous act, by no sympathy, by uo tender 
love has bound to him some soul that hath gone on before ; 
for when he enters there it will seem like visiting a foreign 
land where the language is strange and communication 
impossible. But there are few such in this world, thank 
God, for the meanest wretch that walks the earth has, at 
some moment of his existence, given utterance to a tender 
thought; yearnings have poured from his being which 
have bound him t» the sympathies of the angels, aud, even 
as the babe born in a manger finds arms of love outstretched ; 
even as the most woe begone of earth’s sad children finds 
somewhere a pallet of straw laid by the hands of affection, 
so in the other life there wanders no soul in the shadows but 
some one is bound to it by sympathy, and the glory of love 
so kindling in these hearts shall by-and-by buru away the 
dross that makes the misery of the spirit world. 

Oh! hearts that wait and yearn for the dear ones whose 
hands you have missed from the common toil of life—the 
darlings gone before—they are not idle there, but from the 
foundations of earth, which were laid in your hearts before, 
they are erecting those mansions, those homes of the soul, 
which are beautiful and bright, even as love has made them. 


aoe SS 
INSPIRATION,* 


“ INSPIRATION, whether direct from the Divine mind, or me- 
diately through the minds of spiritual agencies, is not a 
miracle of past ages, but a perpetual fact, operative now as 
of old, and it is the method which, under the operation of 
Divine law, is employed to elevate man to higher spiritual 
planes. ‘The preparation of the heart in man, and the 
answer of the tongue, is from the Lord.'—Prov. xvi, 1. 

“s All men,’ says Henry Ward Beecher, ‘have hours in 
which they see aud do not think. Men of genius now and 
then are luminous in this way. From their souls they throw 
light upon things, and know without reasoning.’ 

“ With all men of genius inspiration flows in upon their 
minds independently of any creative power of their own. 
Thus Schiller, in writing, ‘wondered whence his thoughts 
came from ; they frequently flowed through him independent 
of the action of his own mind.’ Robert Burns at one time, 
sitting down to write, penned these lines— 

- ‘Which way the subject theme may gang 
Let time or chance determine ; 
Perhaps it may turn out a sang, 
Or probably a sermon,’ 

“He was here in the best condition for the reception of 
spiritual influence, his mind being passive and consequently 
receptive—the proper mental condition of all true mediums. 

“ Mozart said he composed his music because he could 
not help it. ‘When all goes well with me,’ he says, ‘when 
_| Lam in a carriage, or walking, or when I cannot sleep at 

night, the thoughts come streaming in upon me most 
“fluently ; whence or how is more thau I can tell.’” > 


Dr. Crowell, “Primitive Christianity and Modern Spiritualism," 


A j} ne o] oy 
Vol. L, pages 23, 24, and 25. 
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THE SPIRITUAL OUTPOURING. 


One of the grossest blunders made by Theologians and Bible 
believers is the pretentions assertion that Inspiration, and 
spiritual gifts generally, ceased some 1,800 years ago, and 
that the whole evidence for human immortality is contained 


in the Bible. 
Valuable as that book undoubtedly is as a record of 


man’s spiritual strivings and experiences, it loses that value 
when unwarrantable claims are made in its behalf. Even 
its own pages bear testimony against the purblind bigots 
and partisans of creedal and orthodox Christianity when 
they deny the possibility of the exercise of spiritual powers 
by man, and the communion with the departed by earth- 
dwellers to-day. 

Jesus is reported to have manifested to a few “chosen” 
friends when they were assembled, holding’a séance, in the 
upper room, and the Revisers of the New Testament have 
been compelled to admit that it was claimed for Paul that 
he not only heard and spoke to Jesus, when on his journey 
to Damascus, but that he was spirit-guided by Jesus (or 
believed himself to be thus directed), for they now render 
the passage “But the Spirit of Jesus suffered them not,” 
when he and his comrade would have gone to Bithynia. 
Peter is reported to have been clairvoyant, and to have been 
liberated from prison by spirit aid; and Paul urges his 
readers to ‘Cultivate the best gifts. Quench not the 
spirit, Despise not prophesyings;” and enumerates the 
“gifts” which are strikingly accordant with modern medium- 
ship—“ wonders,” “clairvoyance,” “clairaudience,” “healing,” 
“words of wisdom,” ùe., inspiration, “ tongues,” and “inter- 
prétation of tongues”—these all being divine powers which 
God “divides” to humanity severally as He will. 

A séance is described in Ezekiel, where the prophet, in 
company with the elders, “sat before the Lord”; and a more 
recent record states that after the crucifixion the Apostles 
wore assembled, most probably dispirited and sad because of 
the loss of their leader, and thus in a negative and receptive 
mood, when they experienced the strange phenomenal 
evidence of spirit presence and power by the sound as of 
rushing wind. Spirit lights appeared, and the inspirational 
influence impelled them to speak as the spirit (7 spirits) gave 

tterance, These men were Galileans, yet the people 
f j eaking in their own 
der. How much the 


ye shall take no thought what ye shall say, for i is 
Spirit that speaketh through you and not To AESA 
“For the promiso is unto you and to your childron and to 
all that are afar of.” Put thus into biblical phraseology n 
modern séance may fairly be described, “Mediumship ex- 
plained, and mediums defended and justified by the Book 
itself.” In his work, “The Question Settled,” the Rev, Moses 
Hull says :— 


Horo is a foreign powor lighting upon tho disciples in cloven, or a 
(livorsity of tongues, literally split tongues ; that is, tongues thot speak 
a number of languages. These illiterate Galilean fishermen tluontly 
speak seventeen different languages, not one of which they understand, 
The power thus using these modiums is called “ The Holy Ghost,” that 
is, “pneumatos hngion.” One of the definitions which Greenfield givon 
of the word “ pneumatos"’ is "human souls,” aud wo know of no beltwr 
definition of the word “hegion" than “good.” A spirit power lights upon 
them, that the Bible designates as the good spirit, Whose spirit it was 
we do not know. Of two things we are sure, first, ib fulfla the Chriat 
prediction, “I am with you,” second, it was jusb sucha power na 


works on modern media, 
It seems to us that if these men were inspired or con- 
trolled to speak in foreign tongues, the rational explanation 
is, that they were impelled to do so by spirits who were 
acquainted with the languages spoken, otherwise we are 
compelled to assume that the Almighty knows the different 
“tongues” which we employ on earth, and is acquainted 
with the parts of speech of all of them, and able to speak 
them all at once through human lips, a supposition sọ 
absurd, that it needs only to be stated to be rejected. 
The Bible distinctly declares that God has revealed him- 
self through (or by) His angels, and has never left Himself 
without a witness, and there is no evidence that spirit 
manifestations should cease; on the contrary, it is asserted 
that the “signs” shall follow them that believe, and that the 
thing God doeth He doeth for ever; He is unchanging, the 
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever, : 
But, apart altogether from Bible tests, we know that the 
gulf has been bridged, and spirit presence and guidance are 
facts in modern times. Phenomena have occurred which 
have beaten down materialism, and compelled conviction in 
the minds of millions of people, most of whom were 
antagonistic, but were eventually forced to admit tho faot, 
that death does not end all, and communion between the 
two worlds, is not only possible, but has actually occurred, 
The world to-day is waiting for it hardly knows what, 
Scientific discoveries have led into the unseen, and to tho 
very borders of the realm of spirit. Psychical research has 
revealed the innate possibilities of the human spirit while 
yet embodied, and is being forced (albeit with hesitating and 
lingering steps), along the path which leads to the spirit 
world. Religious sectarians are striving to pass beyond the 
bounds of their creeds, and career over the broad fields of 
natural and spiritual religion. Theologians, dropping their 
claims for supernaturalism, dimly foresee the light of the new 
Pentecost, and are striving to wheel into line with the great 
Inspiration which is being outpoured, baptising and exalting 
the souls who can receive its message. 
This New Gospel is the glad tidings of spirit, that mattor 
and force are modes of motion and materialised forms of 
| thought; all manifestations of the Supreme Mind. Man 

is an expression of Supreme Intelligence and Loye, grown 
conscious and endowed with power to express the Divine 
Will and interpret the Divine purpose as represented in the 
object lessons of the external universe, and consciously 
respond to the Divine Wisdom, which thrills and pulses in 
his own subjective beb. There is but Ono World, One 
Religion, One Life, One Intelligence, and through ol 
modes of expression and reception, the race 
towards that Unity and Love which shall banish stri 

t that y vhich all s 
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speak about or not. At last, after what appeared to be 
a little reflection, she said : “The cause of her trouble is her 
husband's infidelity and cruelty.” I had never seen her 
husband but once; I should not know him now if he were 
before me. I had always supposed they were happy, and 
the friend who was acting as psychic did not know that 
there were any such people, She went into some detail to 
explain the situation. Then I sat down and wrote Ellen 
and said: “Are you in any special trouble, and if se, and 
you can, will you tell me about it?” I received a letter 
marked ‘Private and confidential,” confirming every single 
thing that had been told me, and begging me at the end of 
the letter to burn it, saying: “If my husband knew I had 
written such a letter he would kill me.” 

Now, friends, what shall I do with a bill of news that 
tells me not only external things but internal mental facts 
and circumstances? I don’t see how clairvoyance, or tele- 
pathy, or mind-reading, or any of the ordinary explanations 
can even touch it. When two people are alone in a room, 
and communications are made to them of something occurring 
in another State, then it seems to me that we must suppose 
a third intelligence as active to account for it. 


{We extract the following testimony from The Two Worlds 
wplilot, “Does man live after the death of the body?” by Rev. M. J. 
avage. Poat free, 1 4d.] 
I xow come to a problem that I could not even try to 
solve by any reforence to this world. I had a lady friend 
who had been dead, ns we say, for three or four months. 1 
wis having some sittings at this time with a personal friend, 
not a public medium, the wife of a leading physician of 
Boston, She possessed this psychic power, whatever it is, 
She was so shy about it, it would be impossible to hire her 
with money to consent to sit with any friend that she was 
not intimate with, and she kept it so carefully that many 
members of her own family, some of her sisters, did not 
know she was interested in it, I was sitting with her. She 
was a trance medium, giving the ordinary physical manifesta- 
tions, spelling out messages by the alphabet, and then she 
was an kutomatic writer, This day her hand was controlled— 
and, by the way, her hand would write when she was reading 
a book, or engaged in conversation with me about some 
other subject, when she would be utterly unconscious of 
what the hand was writing. Now it would be a large, 
striking, dashing, business man’s writing, signed by a man’s 
name, then written with slowness and care, the little delicate 
handwriting of an old lady, each time suiting the character, 
and in no case being anything like her own handwriting in a 
normal condition. This day two pages of note-book were 
written over addressed to me, I was not thinking of this 
friond T have spoken of as having died, and, up to this time, 
the friend who was acting as psychic did not know that any 
such person as this friend of mine had ever lived, so there 
was no possibility of her guessing or surmising anything, 
Here came these two pages of notepaper written. I took it 
up and in perfect silence looked at it and read it, and said 
to myself, if it was possible I would be willing to take my 
oath that this friend of mine had written it. I turned as if 
she was present and said: ‘ Won't you be kind enough to 
give me your name?” Immediately the name was given, 
maiden and married. J asked again, “How many children 
did you have?” “Five.” We started a conversation that angel came to him; then another; they talked to him as 
lasted for an hour, a natural conversation. I said: “Do | angels talked to men of old in tents aud fields and taber- 
you remember a book we used to read together, years and | nacles. They broke him off his evil habits; they gave him 
years ago?” And she answered that she did, and gave me | a broader vision of the human life; they enforced him to 
the name of the author. “Do you remember one particular | his duty to his fellow-men, and built within him a faith in a 
poem we were both especially fond of?” She gave me that, | future life, which was far more beautiful and fair than the 
and go we went on in our conversation. When I was through | partial heaveus and hells of the old theologies, In this way 
with that I said again: “She has not said anything which I | his dead wife and boy subdued his whole life, and sustained 
did not know,” and again making a record of it, I put it | him till he died. It was a genuine conversion, the exaltation 
, and said, “I want to know something that neither the | of a life; not in the old way, but slowly and steadily 
hie nor [ ever knew.” A week later we had another | remodelling his being. I could not understand it then, I do 
i This same friend claimed to be present. Itoccurred | not understand it now, but I believed his story, for I saw 


the result of it in his changed and happy life. As I stood 


——o 


THE EVIDENCES OF IMMORTALITY FROM 
SPIRITUALISM. 
By tos Rev. E. R, SANBORN. 


Wae moralists nre confounded by a maze of difficulties ; 
appalled at the inefficiency of future rewards and pains to 
stay the present crimes; ashamed and shocked at the 
irreligion of the most religious, here is a force which trains 
men and women into the life of right by the simplest though 
subtlest influence—the love of uuseen ones who are ever 
anxious for their higher growth ! 
CONVERTED BY SPIRITS, 


I knew a man who was the roughest of the uncouth 
phases in this western life, full of blunt, repulsive speeches, 
heedless acts and intolerant deeds. One day he said an 


d fin outi” “I will try.” I said: “Shall I | we shall some time. 
Sho says, “Yes,” and we sat for about fifteen Now, if these things be genuine, they furnish incontro- 
end of which time the table began to move. | vertible evidence of a continued life. Are they genuine? 
is it?” vo her name and said she | Time alone can tell. hey have better evidence in their favour 
len was? She says: “She | than the religious revelations on which the mass of people hang 

is just getting ready to | their hope and faith. 
her a letter, and said: “I I sum the argument up in this result: As man has 
iow some time, but now just | grown from the brutal to the intellectual being, still fashion- 
a day and at such an hour, | ing the human form to finer shapes, so will he grow toa 
The answer came; “I was at | maturity of spiritual being, ultimately as far above tho 
bout the hour you speak of I | intellectual stature of to-day as the present boing is above 
ours.” Hera was a little | the cave-man from whom he came. We catch foregleams of 
miles a little faster than | that time even now, in the strange manifestations of power 
psychic nor I could have | which I huve related as outside of Spiritualism, These show 
- Hindia = (us the powers which are still undeveloped, aud which 
; | demand no end of time for their full perfection. Then there 
come to us still stranger revelations, which are akin to them, 
hich tell us of a possible interchange of influence 
ose who have passed beyond, and those who are 
‘Then t ther manifestations which 
fod at it those we love still care 

; into the highest life. 


236 


THE TWO WORLDS. 


/— 2 e 


May 19, 1893, 


Reasoning from what I know of the things called 
mesmerism, clairvoyance, and other modes of spiritual 
force, | am led to regard these other modes, which pass 
under the title of Spiritualism, as the activities of the 
spiritual being, which we are least acquainted with as yet, 
but which will outgrow all the imposture and nonsense of its 
infancy, and become a precious fact to all humanity. 


—— e 


DEEPLY INTERESTING ACCOUNT OF 
EXPERIENCES OF A SCEPTIC, 


A Trus Story sy C. I. HUNT. 


THE 


Tue two friends, who will figure most prominently in the following 
brief conference and séances, had been more or less intimate from child- 
hood. They were country boys; scholara in the same day and Sunday 
schools, and both became members of the same Christian church. But 
circumstances rendered it imperative that the friend, whom we shall in 
this narrative call “ Materialist," should leave his country home for 
London, where he became, gradually but surely, an avowed unbeliever 
in God, in the Bible, and in immortality. His friend, who had also 
removed to Londou, had meantime become a Roman Catholic; and 
they each strictly adhered to their respective beliefs, without in the 
least destroying their mutual regard—their strong and abiding friend- 
ship for each other. 

Peculiarly painful circumstances—the death of a loving mother, 
and other domestic trials and bereavements—had induced our Catholic 
friend to look into the subject of Spiritualism. 

After overcoming the prejudices of his belief, and having had 
abundant proof of spirit-life and communion, he became an ardent 
Spiritualist, and endeavoured to bring as many as possible to a know- 
ledge of the blessed and consoling truths of Spiritualism. 

Knowing that his friend and early companion had become a 
‘devoted Materialist, he was anxious, and determined if possible, by 
argument—by adducing proofs of spirit-life, etc.—to bring him toa 
knowledge of what he himself knew. 

These friends had mutually agreed to have an evening or two in 
conference on their respective beliefs, and Materialist promised to join 
Spiritualist’s family séance at the close of their intellectual battle, 

Spiritualist opened the debate as follows :— 

Sprritvaist.—I often think of the long ago: our early friends, the 
old homesteads ; parents, brothers, sisters ; that dear old school-teacher, 
Mr. Hamilton, and all the rest. 

Marertauist.—Ah me! every day Í am reminded of the past. 
Eliza Cook writes— 

“The past, the past, how many a one 
~ Comes back again in that sad word ; 
The cherished form for ever gone, 
The voice of music now unheard.” 

S.—Yes! Can you poseibly entertain the idea that all these abiding 
feelings, this cherished memory, this love which seems stronger than 
death, our identifying ourselves with a long past—can you really believe 
that at death we perish for ever! 

M.—Well, yes ; I cannot believe otherwise. It appears quite clear 
to me that when the brain has ceased to act, when once the heart is 
dead, the last breath drawn, the man lives no more. 

S.—I am quite sure, my friend, you are thoroughly conscientious, 
but do you not at times feel that you are destined not merely for this 


world? 

M.—Feel? I apprehend we must not be guided by feeling. 
Different peoples of different nations have all particular and peculiar 
experiences or feelings, Some anticipate that their eternal felicity will 
consist in, principally, sensual indulgence; others, that they will live 
on in esk inp g hunting grounds, baving their dogs to keep them 
company ; while many feel that they will delight in singing hymna for 
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could be demonstrated to you that those we call dead. and whose 
bodies have been consigned to a cold tomb, still live and love, a new 
world would be revealed to you? s 

M.—Ah, yes ! If it could be demonstrated, a new world and Bome- 
thing more would, indeed, be revealed to me. 

S.—I pray God that I may be able to bring you in contact with 
such phenomena that you will be able to know the dead live. 

M.—You say phenomena. I hope you do not mean chairs being 
thrown about, one’s hair pulled, and other ludicrous things I have 
heard being attributed to the agency of spirits, 

S.—I cannot now fully answer the question to your satisfaction ; 
ere long you will, I doubt not, be in a somewhat different state of 
mind. 

M.—In whatever condition of mind I may be, such trifling ns 
I have alluded to seems to me utterly beneath the dignity of spirits, 
supposing they are spirits. 

S.—Perhaps we had better separate to-night, We may, I think, 
continue this conference a long time in vain ; one experiment might be 
more effective than all our discussions. Jf you are here next week I 
will arrange for a quiet domestic séance. 

The anticipated evening came. $S. with his good wife and little 
girl (the medium) were ready to receive their friend. A séance was 
arranged ; S, read a portion of Scripture and offered a brief prayer, 
neither of which had much meaning to our materialistic friend, and as 
he was told to simply place his hands on the table, one might easily 
have discovered an irrepressible smile on his countenance, A hymn 
was sung alone by the little girl—one which the friends in earlier years 
often sang together in the old chapelat home. It began thus,— 

“When [ can read my title clear,” ete, 

The singer coming to the words, 

t May I but safely reach my home, 
My God, my heaven, my all,” 

the table rose from off the floor about a foot, was suspended thus for 

half a minute, it then gently returned. 

This spontaneous movement of the table seemed to puzzle M. He 
quietly glanced af all hands on the table, looked into the faces of the 
sitters, also very intently looked around the room, and under the table, 

S. told him most probably the spirits moved it, He made no reply, 
but smiled. 

When thie child had finished the hymn the conductor asked— 

“ Are our spirit friends aware that our old companion who is with 
us is not able to believe and has no knowledge of a future life?” 

Almost before the question was finished three hastily given raps 
were made on the table. The meaning of raps, etc., had previously been 
explained to M. 

Next question—“ Can you manifest in any way so as to convince 
our brother of your presence?” 

“We will try,” was spelt oub. 

Just at this moment the little girl was entranced (she was a trance 
and physical medium) and quietly turned to M., with clozed’ eyes, aud 
took his hand, kissed it, and played with his hair—parting in the 
centre of forebead—sizhed heavily, then took his hand again, pressing 
it: and ima few seconds she was in her normal condition. 

The question was asked if this was a friend of M. ! 

“Yes, Rose,” was the answer. 

“I know no one who has died of the name of Rose,” said our 
investigator. 

Again the little girl was entranced, and motioned him to rise from 
his seat; she then took both of his hands, and tried to dance with him 
around the room, smiling the while, A somewhat serious expression 
rested on M.'s countenance after the dance was over. 

“Do you remember any one, it may be years ago, who was in the 
habit of doing anything similar to chis?” 

M. covered his face with his hands, and said, “I will try to think.’ 

Presently he said, “It is quite true; I knew a little girl named 
Rose Stewart—a school companion—who was very fond of me; when 
she visited us she used to ask, childlike, to have a dance with me; and 
on these occasions she frequently insisted on parting my hair, The 
dance made me think about it.” He continued—'This seems very 
strange, bub might not your daughter, in her mesmeric state, have been 
able to exhibit this latent memory in the way she has done?” 

“T don't think so,” quietly replied our Spiritualist, who now begin 
to feel that he had a veritable “Thomas” to convince, After a few 
minutes had elapsed, the first séance was closed, 

The following, in brief, was the conversation which followed ;— 

M.—Very sincerely do I thank you for giving me this opportunity, 
I may say, that although some things which have occurred seem 
strangely curious, yet I cannot admit that I think any part of the 
phenomena is to be attributed to spirit agency. 

S.—No; not very probable that you can realise so much, Be witli 
us again next week—a young man, a writing medium, will join our 
circle. The spirib voice ia also given through fim, 

M.—With pleasure I will be with you, 

The aoter evening found the same friends again together, 
joined by young man. 

The séance was commenced as the first, For half an hour they sat 
aud chatted without any evidence of the presence of spirit-people, 
Eventually the hand of the young man commenced trembliug. Gur 
howe supplied him with paper and pencil, aud he quickly wrote the 

ollowing— 

“Tell him it was Rose, 1 have not forgotten our schooldays.” 

This bewildered M. a good deal, but he thought, maybe the friend 
has been told all about the last séance, His hand again wrote— 

“ Are you not hard to convince?” tea, 

M. thought this subject might be in a similar condition to the little 
girl last week, both in that peculiarly sensitive, lucid state, so as to be 
‘able to read him altogether, - 


could scarcely reconcile the above ingenio 

materialistic creed. Just at this juncture a voice was heard apparently 

close to his ear—a child’s yoios— ied 
oe 
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“A spirit voice called you ‘Papa,’ " responded the conductor of the 
séance. 


The sincere but still doubting “Thomas” visibly trembled, and 
gently articulated, with much emotion, “ Great God, is this true!" 
Longfellow's hymn was here suggested. 
“u And they sit and gaze upon me,” etc. 
After which the little daughter of S. became entranced, walked up 
to her father and said— 
“We intend to manifest more palpably next week. The loving 


child of your friend is very happy to think her father is likely to grasp 
this great truth of spirit-communion.” 


e séance now closed. 

The next was held under similar conditions, 
subdued light—not quite enough for M. 

After the lapse of a few minutes everything in the room appeared 
alive, shaken as with a strong wind—but only for a few moments, 
After which a voice was distinctly heard— 

Your friend's little daughter ‘Alice’ will come to him to-night.” 

Just then the medium girl said— 

“T see & pretty little girl about nine years of age, putting her arms 
around your neck, sir, and says her name is ‘Allie.’ She is telling me 
that you are her own dear father; that just before she passed away 
you wept so much that it grieved her sadly, and since she bas been in 
the Summerland even, when she has thought about it, her happiness 
for the time being was marred, and would have been more so if she 
lad not known that she would meet you again. She also says that her 
grandfather—your father—ia with her, and sends his great love to you, 
and at the next sitting will be able to show himself to you. She is now 
kissing you and smiling, and seems rather puzzled that you do not 
recognise her spirit presence. She has just written on the cover of a 
little book, which she is holding up for me to read, ‘Tell papa that his 
Allie is not in the grave.’ ” 

“Well,” exclaimed M., “this is marvellous, wonderful, indeed ! Is 
there then, life beyond the grave?” 

At eight o'clock, in the next week, the friends met again. 
observed that M. looked particularly grave and thoughtful. 

When the Bible was read, and prayer offered, his demeanour was 
noticeably different to what it had been at the two first séances. As 
the conductor concluded his invocation with these words—“ We thank 
Thee for a knowledge of this great fact of spirit life.” “Amen,” 

devoutedly and earnestly came from M. A hymn was then sung, at 
the close of which he turned to his old friend, and said, “ Light is 
coming, my child lives |” 

After this an extraordinary manifestation took place. While every 
soul in the room seemed filled with the spirit, rejoicing with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory, scepticism was being met by facts too 
potent and too blessed to be evaded or explained away. 


The little girl was again entranced, and laid her hand on the 
shoulder of M., and said— 


‘Your spiritual birthday has arrived. We are always pleased and 
thankful when an incarnated spirit has sufficient light or knowledge to 
Sa hend the glorious fact of its continuous existence after physical 
death, Especially do we rejoice in your case—in one go sincere, so 
truthful as you have ever been to the light within,” 

At this moment a spirit-voice, in tender accents,—which seemed 
nian from over the spot where the trance-medium was sitting— 
fi — 

“Yes, we thank Thee, O Father, that our friend will now prove 
what we know by blissful experience that death has lost its sting, and 
the grave its victory |” 
‘he still entranced medium then said to M.— 
“Your father will try to speak to you in a materialised form, and 
your little girl will be with him.” 
Yes," responded a spirit-voice, “and his father will give him a 
rose and a message for his mother.” 

à In a few minutes the two mediums were influenced to remove 
from the table to one side of the room—on the sideboard a lamp was 
dimly burning. A deep silence now ensued for about two minutes 
when the girl medium sang tho old eS 
nt 5 “t Home, sweet home.” 
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time with you—Grandpapa aud I are nearly always together, we talk 
about all of you, and very frequently visit you. Tell mamma that I 
have several times taken her to my spirithome, but she has not 
remembered it, only as having dreamed about me, Grandpapa is not 
able to speak to you, but wishes me to tell you that you are to take this 
rose [which appeared to be handed from the spirit-man to the child] 
and send it to Grandmama—it will not die for several days—he also 
sends this message— 

“* How very brief till the time we meet again; I shall be with you 
when you are crossing the River, and with joy shall welcome you to 
our dear and hallowed spirit home, when we shall be able to look back 
on our chequered earthi-life, and see that our Heavenly Father has done 
all things well.’ ” 


At the conclusion of this given message both forma disappeared, 
and the séance closed. 

Not a word was spoken for a few minutes after the benediction had 
been pronounced, then the silence was broken by our once materialistic 
friend, who quietly, but with emotion, said— 


“ Father, thy son was dead and is alive again, he was lost and is 
found.” 


Then grasping the hand of his old friend, overcome by his strong 
new-born convictions and feelings, he at length apoke— 

“Now I know something of the feeling of Thomas when he ex- 
claimed, ‘My Lord and my God!’ My child; my father live! Oh, 
this wonderful revelation ! This surprising truth! This new world ! 

“ Spiritualism? Blessed be God that I know what it means ! 

“Cold materialistic philosophy, farewell ! a long and an everlasting 
farewell !"" 

With these words, this once sincere sceptic—-this man of strong 
intellect—wept tears of joy as he took the girl medium on his knee and 
kissed her, saying — 


“Our OF THE MOUTHS OF BABES THOU BAST PERFECTED PRAISE.” 


SPIRITUAL THOUGHTS AND TESTIMONIES, 


No Rerorts Next Weeg, owing to Whit-week holiday. 

One of the greatest truths of spiritual science, I take it, i< that 
immortality means opportunity instead of doom. Thisis the scripture 
of the Infinite revealed in Nature, It isin Nature and Human Nature 
that we are supreme. —.. Rutherford. 

SPIRITUALISM gives to its believers the satisfaction of the convic- 
tion that the clouds which darken the mind during ita transition 
disappear, and that the freed spirit, in a light brighter than that of 
earth, sees with a clearer vision than is possible in a tenement of clay. 

Tar Higher Facuties should always control the conduct of life. 
Bach and every faculty of the mind has its own appropriate function 
and office to perfura, and within its sphere of activity is promotive of 
good and conducive to happiness Whenever any lower faculty 
transcends its sphere and encroaches on that of a higher, evil and 
unhappiness result.— Hudson utile, 

THE Unsten.—Mr. Haweis well says: “ All great discoveries have 
at firat been derided as ridiculous and then denounced as impious, and 
lastly adopted as a matter of course. Let us, then, as we have to learn 
to labour and to wait, stand firm for the expansion of human faculty, 
increase of human growth, accession to human knowledge, and welcome, 
as all in the day's work, even the silent apparition or the gibbering 

host.” 

: I want the character of Spiritualism and Spiritualists so elevated 
that it will be unquestioned. I want it said of the former that it is the 
grandest and purest system of blended science, philosophy and religion 
possible for man to conceive ; that Spiritualists are the most unselfish 
and magnanimous; the most devoted and affectionate of husbands and 
wives; the most kind and considerate fathers and mothers, the most 
devoted of patriots, with patriotism broad as the world.—H. Tuttle. 

Tue Great Reversar.—What we call “life” is only the forest 
road, “Death” is reaching the sunny open land and home, A 
Century poet is right :— 

I dreamed two spirits came—one dusk as night, 
“Mortals miscall me Life,” he sadly saith : 
The other, with a smile like morning light, 
Flashed his strong wings, and spake, “Men name me Death.” 

WHEN STATEMESTS ARE MADE which were in the knowledge of the 
dead, but which wero not in the knowledge of any living person with 
whom the medium was in communication, Rev. M. J. Savage is disposed 
to uccept the hypothesis that there has really been a communication 
from thie other side of the grave. Except on that hypothesis le does 
nob sec how to account for many facts which have come within his own 
knowledge. 

Waren rutu ALONE shall be taken for authority, and not 
authority for truth, the possibilities for good will be greatly multiplied, 
and spiritual and temporal prosperity will result. The heaviest burden 
carried by people is their blind and unreasoning devotion to their 
present beliefs, no matter how they came into 


ion of them. They 
think they must protect (hem at any cost, right or wrong, reasonable or 
traditional. 


We should rather all be truth-seekers only. Truth 
caunob harm any one, but it is all that makes us free. 

Waren Hows says:—‘“I know a lady in private life who 
receives answers to sealed letters. The replies are given clairaudiently. 
I have had several letters answered, and I know of several non- 
Spiritualists who have received most wonderful evidence of spirit 


f return through this one medium. At times varied languages are 


spoken, and these bave been interpreted in some instances by a 


linguist. In the company of friends this same instrument will give 
i 
A at 


le descriptions, convey messages, and for a while lift the veil 
hangs ‘twixt us and the immortal people. Spiritualism does not 
d churches, but it converts the home into n sanctuary ; it rears no 
but transforms the hearthstone into a shrine; it has no self- 
t ae heaven anoints the inmates of our household, and 
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W. T. Streap (Editor, Review of Reviews.) —“ Before many months 
are over, I think it will be admitted by every candid mind that the 
persistence of the individual after death, and the possibility of com- 
municating with that individual, has been as well established on a 
scientific basis as any other fact in Nature. That, you may think, isa 
bold assertion. It is not an assertion; it 1s a prophecy, based upon 
facta which are within my own knowledge and of which I speak with 
as much confidence as | do anythiug which has ever come within my 
own personal observation. "—Jan., 1893. . 

GERALD Massey, in his “Coming Religion” says: “The Spiritualistic 
Religion is going to conquer, because ib is nob afraid of any new facts 
that may be dug out of the earth or drawn down from the heavens, 
The Church may call it superstition ; but our superstition will be the 
death of theirs. Let me tell you that this despised Spiritualism will 
puta light into one hand and a sword into the other, that have to be 
flashed in on many dark places, and through many a dungeon grating 
of human kind, in spite of the birds of thenight, that may hoot at the 
light and blaspheme against ita brilliance.” 

BisHor Crank of Rhode Island wound up his tribute to Phillips 
Brooks, at the recent memorial service held in St. John’s Charel, Cam- 
bridge, in the following inspiring strain: “How many perplexities he 
has relieved? How many souls he has lifted up into a purer and 
serener atmosphere, and rescued from the contaminations of the world 
and the fesh! How many he must have found awaiting him in Para- 
dise! And now his Jast word has been spoken, and he sleeps in sileace. 
Sleeps in silence so far as our apprehension goe, but he never was so 

living as he is now, Such a man could not die. He has only gone to 
some grander work in a higher sphere, That is all.” 

Tae Annali dello Spiritismo (Turin) quotes from the Epistole of 
the famous Grotius, page 405, part 2, the following curious anecdote; 
“Such an one, who did not know a word of Greek, went one morning 
to find M. de Saumaise, who was counsellor to the Parliament of Dijon, 
and showed him these words, which had been spoken to him in his 
sleep, and which upon waking he had written down in French charac- 
ters; Apithi/ ouc osphraine ten sen apsuchian? The man asking what 
these words meant, M. de Saumaise replied : ‘Save thyself ! dost thou 
not sense the death that threatens thee?’ Mindful of this warning, 
the man obeyed it, and immediately quitted the house he was oc- 
cupying, which became a heap of ruins on the night following.” 

THE Christian Union, a New York religious magazine, in an 
appreciative notice of Dr. James Martineau, the distinguished Unitarian 
preacher, author, and philosopher, says that “in philosophy he is an 
intuitionalist ; in faith, a Spiritualist—not in the sectarian and narrow 
sense of a believer in materialised spirits, but in the broad and 
philosophic sense of a believer in the spiritual world” That is just the 
beauty, and the pity of it! A few hours’ experience of spirit-phenomena 
would rob Martineau of much of his delightful transcendentalism. On 
the other hand, it would vitalise his often too marvellously marbled 
pages, and make him a living messenger to our age and time.—The 
Harbinger of Light, 

Unper date of March 14, 1858, the well-known writer, Louisa 
Alcott, wrote in her journal, published since her death: “My dear 
Beth [a younger sister] died at three this morning, after two years of 
pec pain. . . . A curious thing happened, and I will tell it 

ere, for Dr. G. said it was a fact, A few moments after the last 
breath came, as mother and I sat silently watchiog the shadow fall on 
the dear little face, I saw a light mist rise from the body, and float u 
and vanish in the air, Mother’s gaze followed mine, and when I said, 
“ What did you sea?” she described the same light mist. Dr. G. said 
it was the life departing visibly. . . . So the first break comes, 
and I know what death means—a liberator for her, a teacher for us.” 
Dr. Ensxacona deals trenchantly with some of the objections raised 
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cases, promised the widow that he would y 3S E à 
Some days after Swedenborg came to the OASE ER in aim 
the widow that on a certain night her husband would ARRES ha 
and give direct information where the receipt was secreted, ‘This ae 
awful to contemplate, but, as impending ruin stared her in the face 
she determined to sib up on the night in question, keeping her maid. 
however, with her, But the latter fell into a deep sleep, and all 
efforts of the widow were unavailing to keep her awake. At midnight 
the deceased appeared. He looked grave as though displeased, and 
then pointed out the place where the receipt lay in a little desk in 
another room attached to the wall, on which he disappeared, The 
widow went the next morning to the place he had indicated, and thers 
found the receipt. 

Some years aco, Lord Tennyson, not then a peer, showed extra- 
ordinary interest in the Spiritualistic movement, On the occasion of 
his meeting with a well-known poet, who was a declared believer in and 
preacher of the occult doctrine, nearly the whole of their conversation, 
which, by-the-way, took place in the Laureate’s bed-room, he being at 
the time temporarily indisposed, took the shape of a grave discussion 
of the genuineness of certain phenomena which were then matters of 
public comment. Ever since the time in question the Spiritualist, in 
speech and in prints, have, without intermission, claimed Lord Tenny- 
son as one of their order. And it is a singular matter of fact, to be 
taken, of course, for just what it is worth, that that claim has never 
once been disputed.— Light. 

Love Brines Tuem Back,—I think one thing is perfectly certain, 
that those who haye gone out of the physical life with deep love for 
those on earth will seek to come back, and will surely find the way ; 
and also that those who are bereaved and who believe in the possibility 
of spirit return, will have their hearts gladdened by knowing their 
dead are with them, but if the desire for communion on either side is 
faint, then it is not likely to take place. It may be that the love is 
greatest on the side of the spirits, who may be always near and not 
recognised. Millions of hearts have been lightened, great joy has 
marched to the souls of this world, because he or she has had the satis- 
faction of knowing so clearly there is no death, Abundant ia the 
testimony from all ranks of life. The stone has indeed been “rolled 
from the sepulchre,” the loved ones have gone in with us and become 
again participants of our joys and sorrows, I wish it were possible for 
all to see and know their loved ones are with them. Intensity of 
feeling ofttimes hides them from our view ; reasons we may not fully 
comprehend may make it unwise to come back just yet. When the 
heart is full of din they can only wait, but some bright morning 
when calm has come the consolation will be at hand, Your joys will 
come.—James Robertson. 

Meprums ann How To Treat Toem.—Whatever that force may be 
which constitutes a difference between a “ medium and a non-medium, 
it is certainly of a mental and magnetic character—that is, a combina- 
tion of the subtle elements of mind and magnetism, and therefore of a 
psychological and not ofa physical character, Whilst the Spiritualists _ 
of this generation have had no one to teach them either what spiritual 
gifts are, or how to use or how to abuse them, experience bas shown 
that the conditions under which spiritual phenomena are produced 
through mediums are not only helped or hindered by their mental 
states, but also by the will, magnetism, and mental states of those who 
surround them. Investigators have again and again proved that the 
presence of some individuals promotes and aids the manifestations of 
spiritual power, while that of others absolutely quenches or nullifies it, 
and that in hundreds of well-proved cases in which human agency or 
fraud was utterly impossible. The most philosophical writers on occult 
subjects all testify that while honest scepticism is nob obnoxious or 
injurious to medium power, determined antagonism, ill-will, “hatred, 
and contempt” are, and hence it is that strong prejudice, bigotry, and, 
above all, the proud self-sufficient assumption of associative bodies have 
invariably been found to quench and destroy the power they pretend to 
investigate. j 

Serrit Vorces,—In Boswell’s ‘ Life of Johnson,” Vol. VIIL, pp. 70, 
71, editionf 1876, the writer mentions that the conversation ata dinner 
party given by the Doctor happening to turn upon apparitions, their 

host remarked that a total disbelief in them was inconsistent with the 


sere 


May 19, 1893, 


THE TWO WORLDS. 


239 


oppression, misery, and pain and crime called them into action. Thus 
even evil may be necessary to work out good. An imperfect world of 
sin and suffering may be the best and perhaps the only school for 
doreonisg the highest phase of the personified spiritual existence." 


TALY.— The October number of the Annali dello Spiritismo (Turin), | 


contains an interesting disquisition by the editor, Signor Filalete, on 
the question “ Was Virgil a Medium?” All real poetry is inspiration, 
and implies mediumship. Hence we have never doubted that of Virgil, 
who, as Signor Filalete points out, possessed the gift of prophecy. 
This was acknowledged, indeed, by the Fathers of the Latin Church; 


while, in the Middle Ages, he waa looked upon both as a saint and a 


magician, And it is no wonder that Dante, one of the most medium- 


istic poets of modern Europe, appealed to Virgil for inspiration, and 
exclaims, Per te poeta fui, per te Cristiano (through thee I poet was, 
through thee Christian,) The Mantuan poet, like the Florentine, had 
been shown a vision of the darker spheres, and bas described in the 


sixth book of the Æneid, the unhappy spirita movin 


those of later times, 


Tue TRAcT SEAsON.—Mr, Bevan Harris writes; “In our move- 
ment we have many fine stalwart men and beautiful ladies who could 
no more publicly give a tract to a stranger than they could fly to 

Let me assure all such there 
is no danger of arrest, as the act is not illegal in any of the highways or 
parks of the land. I would recommend timid souls to carry a few in 
their pockets, and leave one occasionally, secretly at firat, in public 
places they may be visiting- By such a small beginning they will grow 
more courageous, and presently will enclose one in a letter, and by-and- 
bye actually give away thousands out of doors. Would that two or 
three volunteers had rendered come help last Sunday at Celestine 


I do not desire to diminish 
circulation of our periodical literature, and especially of our Missionary 


Spiritualism here 
began through a stray leaf being picked up, and its suggestions acted 
upon. Much might be done if Lyceum conductors would get their 

elder students to do some work. Whata nice change from being cooped 

up ina hall this hot weather. A P.S.A. might be enjoyed by all in 

| turn visiting our parks and other placesof resort, But, oh, the ladies | 
If they would only come out it would be done and well done, A lady 

iving away tracts in the street would draw all across the road, Try 

it, dear friends, and you will have the bliss of feeling and knowing you 


I have an old book, in which it is 
written :—' He that knoweth to do good and doeth it not to him it ig sin.’ 


Summerland before their appointed time, 


Edwards' meetings in Newcastle. 


Numbers, There ia room for far more than all, 


“have done what you could,’ 


There are sins of omission as well as comission," 


Re THE MORAL VALUE OF SPIRITUALISM.—Rev. H. R. Haweis says: 


“Phenomena in themselves are neither guod nor bad. 
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and sinister shadows, amidst the gloom and solitude of endless night. 


And as Virgil inspired Dante, so we find Dante inspiring an avowed 
Spiritualist like Longfellow, to commence and perfect that admirable 
translation of the Divina Commedia, which he enriched with such a 
wealth of notes and comments. By-and-bye, when we have completed 
our earthly pilgrimage, one of the numberless sources of knowledge 
which will be revenled to ua in the spirit-world, will be that of the way 
in which the torch of genius has been handed down from age to age, 
and of how the great minda of antiquity have been the inspirers of 


Morals can 
alone be decided by tendencies ; and the tendencies of ghosts and of 


occult things generally are clearly of all sorta—good, bad, and in- 
different. Therefore there are but two counsels of perfection in this 
matter—' By their fruits ye shall know them,’ and ‘Try the spirits,’ 
But to acquire knowledge is just what we are sent here for, nor 
could any have been acquired had men listened to the parrot cries 
of Cui bono? and Won licet/ To ascend into the air, to control the 
lightning, to govern steam, to imprison sunlight, to conserve the very 
voice of the dead, even to deaden pain by anmwsthetica—one and all 
have been denounced as invasions of the Divine prerogative and fly- 

the face of God, a parleying with the devil, or a diving into 
ful secrets; and had the ‘idler’ aud the ‘timidities’ and, I 
di cutors been heeded in the past, we should never 
Paion the steam-engine, the photograph, the phono- 
graph, the telephone, the telegraph, or even chloroform. Thus history, 
: irresistible cynic, repeata herself. All great discoveries have at 
been derided as ridiculous, and then denounced as impious, and 
y udopted as a matter ofcourse, Let us then, as we have to 
i to labour and to wait, stand firm for the expansion of human 
crease of human growth, accession to human knowledge, 
come as it comes to ua all in the day's work, even the silent 


death ia not destruction, but only another phase of the existence of the 
soul. Do nob such momenta break down the last barrier between the 
grave and the earth, do they not allay the terror that death inapires 1" 
Stupy THE PHiLosorny.—The main benefit to be derived from 
Spiritualism is the cultivation of the spiritual natura under proper 
| guidance, IJmmortality has been well established through spuit 
return, but through no other source. When you are convinced of it, 
either by friend or by phenomena, begin your education. One might 
as well be a Churchman as a Spiritualist unless spiritual progression ia 
the mainspring of existence. Leb me reiterate the importance of 
individual study of the great philosophical religion which the spirit 
world has given to man. Why will ye not, oh wonder seekers, turn 
from amusement unto instruction? Know ye not that the manifesta- 
tions ye seek come from a plane very near your earth, and often are 
governed by evil minds? Aspire to higher things and greater 
knowledge. Come up out of the valley of materiality. Let the world 
see that Spiritualiam has made you spiritual, otherwise Churchmen 
with apparent reason will exclaim: “ His mouth speaketh foolishness 
and his feet tread the path of folly.” The spiritual religion, or 
philosophy as it ia generally termed, should cultivate and refine mortala 
ag it does spirits, and you may believe that unless you are thus 
improved you have not yet discovered its mission. Coarseness and 
sensuality are incompatible with its lessons; yet how often does 
intolerant ignorance charge Spiritualism with all manner of corruption 
because some follower has failed to lift himself out of vulgarity, The 
philosophy of Spiritualism cannot be responsible for the ucts of 
Spiritualists any more than a good man can be held responsible for the 
acta of a bad man.—Carrier Dove (California), 
“Tae Baxyer'or Licht” quotes from a Pittsburg paper's 
report of a remarkable test given in public by a medium in that city: 
“Mr, Wiggin took up a letter and holding it as usual to his forehead 
said, ‘I get the name of Emma, and then the name of Margaret, and it 
| seems as if a spirit that was Emma wishes to deliver a message to 

Margaret, Is there anybody here named Margaret?’ ‘Emma was 
the name of my daughter,’ said an elderly woman in the front row, 
* Ah, that ia it; and your name is Margaret?’ The woman nodded, 
‘Margaret Dinahover, Doanher, or some such name, 


Ab, it is Dane- 
hower.’ ‘Margaret Danehower is my name,’ said the writer of the 


letter. ‘Yes, that is the name, and I have a communication for you 
from your daughter Emma. Why, I féel aa if I was burning, as if I 
was being cremated. What is it?" The greatest interest became 
manifest in the audience. ‘Emma says to her mother that her mother 
is not to feel any regret on her account. She saya to her: “I became 
unconscious before the flames reachéd me, and did not feel any pain st 
all, I did not feel anything after I became unconscious, and you are 
not to think that I felt the pains of being burned. 

and have experienced no pain atall.”’ ‘Glory be to God!" cried the 
mother. ‘Then I get the name of Hiram, and there is a child? The 
message says that these suffered no pain from the Hames, for they were 
unconscious, It seems as if they were in a family, They all desire 
that no uneasiness should be felt on their account.’ Mrs. Danehower 
is the mother of the unfortunate woman who with her husband and 
child was burnt to death in the two-storey frame building, at Sharps- 
burg, about three months ago, and che went home last night very 
much relieved, as she said." 

Tue Paris correspondent of the London Standard writes: A large 
number of unpublished manuscripts of Victor Hugo have been handed 
over to the National Library. One of these interesting relics is 
extremely curious. It is written in red ink, and in a very much 
| smaller hand than the usual bold penmanship of the great writer, In 

it he describes his experience at a spirit-rapping sdance, and he clearly 
believed in the supernatural character of the manifestation. I attempt 
a translation: “ Record of a strange phenomenon which [ witnessed 
several times—the phenomena of the Tripod of ancient times. A 
three-footed table dictated verses by means of raps and strophes 
emerging from the shadow, It goes without saying that I never mixed 
up with any verse of my own any one of these verses, the offspring of 
mystery, I have ever religiously left them to the unknown, who waa 
their sole author. I set aside even their influence, The work of the 
human brain must stand apart, and not derive aught from phenomena. 
The external manifestations of the invisible are a fact, and the internal 
creations of thought are another fact. The wall that divides these two 
facts should remain inviolate in the interest of science and observation. 
No breach should be made in it—and to borrow (any of these spirit 
versea) would be a breach. It is, therefore, I repeat, as much from the 
dictates of religious conscience as from the dictates of literary con- 
science—it is from a feeling of respect for the phenomenon itseli—that 
I have refrained from using these spirit verses, having laid down the 
law not to allow any mixture in my inspiration, and to preserve to my 
work my own absolutely personal impress.” This was not written, as 
chaps might be imagined, when the clouds of impending dissolution 
had darkened the poet's intellect, The above extraordinary morceau 
is dated February 28, 1551. 
ESPRARE A Srinmoavist (1)—Francis Victor Hugo, in his 
introduction to the second volume of his translations of Shakespeare's 
ploya into French, edition of 1865, saya; Shakes 


peare did not question 
existence of the invisible world ; he rehabilitated it. He did nob 


I am quite at rest, 


ight'a Dream" depicts the action of the invisible 
The Tempest” symbolises the action of man on the 
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invisible world. In the former, the work of the poet's youth, man 
obeys the spirits, In the latter, the work of the poet's ripe age, it is 
the spirits who obey man, Prospero is he who from the depths of 
despair becomes all powerful, the worker who, by his science, has 
tamed matter, Caliban, and by his genius the spirit, Ariel Prospero 
is man, the master of nature, and the despot of destiny ; he is the 
man-providence.—Fxchange. 

HI sHovnp ne vost if it were not for the comfort of The Two 
Worlds every Friday, as I am living in a country village, no Spiritualists 
that I know of for miles and miles, five miles from nearest railway 
station. I intend to take a tour on my bicycle first opportunity to some 
distant places round, and distribute ome of The Two Worlds about, as 
T have a lot of oldnumbers by me. These enstern counties want waking 
up. Iam 29 miles from Norwich. Wish I knew the address of any 
Spiritualist there ; nice little bicycle spin, shall steer that way; can 
drop papers as I go along, every little helps. With best wishes, regretting 
the above small sum is not £13, trusting Spiritualism and sale of The Tico 
Worlds will increase is the prayer of LONELY SPIRITUALIST.” 

A Nor ro Crack.—We cub the following extract from a letter 

published in 7ke Morning in January last. “A clairvoyant gave me n 
nut to crack, and I have not cracked it yet Finally, she 
became more lucid, and described a death-bed, and a female relative 
watching by italone. Then she repeated n message which the dying 
person gave for me to the watching relative, The occurrence had taken 
place years before, and the recollection of the message had become 
dimmed. However, the communication caused the circumstances sur- 
rounding the event tocome surging up. Iremembered then how I had 
travelled night and day to see the dying person, but through stress of 
weather had arrived an hour or two too late. When I did finally reach 
home, the watcher by the bedside, who was my sister, gave me a mes- 
sage, It concerned me alone, and could have no meaning for anyone 
else, I recollected the purport of it, bub could not recall the exact 
words. Being much struck by the coincidence I wrote to my sister and 
asked her if she recollected the circumstances and could give me the 
exact words of the message. Slie replied that the whole thing had 
passed from her mind. I then sent a key and asked her to open a cer- 
tain desk and forward to me a certain note book. In that note book I 
found the record of the death, and the dying worda given to my sister 
na a message tome. The worda given to me by the clairvoyant coin- 
cided exactly. I have never been able to understand how she came to 
know that message. She could not have read it from my mind, because 
at the time I saw her it was not, consciously at least, in my mind. My 
sister had never been in London, nor within two hundred miles of it. 
Did she read what was in the note book, or did a kind spirit read it for 
her, and communicate it to her? I confess I am puzzled.” 

Tue Srmrt’s Mission —We extract the following from a “ direct ™ 
writing through the mediumship of Mr. Cole, of Brooklyn, and pub- 
lished in the Progressive Thinker for August 6th: “Our mission in 
returning to earth scenes is to educate mortals that the spiritual and 
not the animal shal! be the characteristic of humanity ; that the spiri- 


ranks are formed, and recruits are con- 
none back. Better far be free 
free on the spiritual side of life. Let 
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 Timson, of Leicester. Morning: Address and paychological delinea. 


tical opinions. Consequently he was about the very last man to imagi 
that a spirit had appeared to him.—Hardinger of Light, sims 


PROSPECTIVE ARRANGEMENTS. 


Tas HoLmays next week will necessitate our going to press on 
Tuesday. Matters for our next issue must reach us on Monday morning 
at latest, 

Now Reapy, “ The Rise and Progress of Modern Spiritualism,” by 
James Robertson, post free, 6d, This pamphlet should be read by all 
inquirers into Spiritualism, 

A Sprciat Orrsx to new readers. —We will supply you with Tie 
Two Worlds, post free, for 24 weeks for 2/6. A pink wrapper will be 
used when your subscription terminates, 

“Dogs Man Live Arter Deata}"—This subject is admirably 
dealt with in The Two Worlds pamphlet No, 1., price one penny. Post 
free 14d. [tis a splendid pennyworth. 18 copies post free for 1s, 4d, 

BLACKBURN. Northgate —June 4: Service of Song, “Sister Dors," 
by the choir, assisted by our own string band. 

Brackroot.—May 21: Mr. T. Postlethwaite; 28, Mre, Russell, 
Mediums having vacant dates please communicate terms, eto, to Mr, 
Wm. Howarth, 48, Belmont Avenue, 

Burney, Robinson Street.—Members and friends please bear in 
mind the party on Saturday, 20th, at five o'clock, Tickets, fd.—W, 
Harrison, cor, sec. 

Cotne.—Members and friends of the Society and Lyceum intend 
to hold a public Demonstration and Field-Day on Whit-Monday, May 
22, All Spiritualists and Lyceumists in the district are earnestly 
invited to attend to make it a success, A procession will be formed 
at the rooms, Cloth Hall, at 10-30, and will then parade through the 
principal streets, returning to the hall, where buns and tea will be pro- 
vided free. While on the route it is intended to distribute literature 
pertaining to the movement, and we shall be glad to receive any parcel 
containing the same. After refreshments the party will proceed toa 
field for enjoyment and suitable recreation. At 4-30, a public meat 
tea will be provided. Adults 9d; children 6d. 

Dumrates.—Enquirer desires to know if there are any circles held 
in Dumfries; and would be glad to know any resident Spiritualists — 
Address, R, D. S., The Two Worlds office. 

LANCASHIRE LYCEUM Demonstration.—The next meeting of 
delegates will be at Bartlam Place, Oldham, Saturday, May 20. Tea 
will be served at 5 p.m, meeting afterwards,—J. B. Longstaff, hou 
sec., 28, Caton Street, Moss Side, Manchester. 

Lonpon. 811, Camberwell New Road.—May 28: A public tea at 
5 p.m., in aid of the piano fand. Tickets 9d, Hoping to see many 
friends. 

Lonpox. Shepherd's Bush Road. 16, Melrose Terrace.—A Spiritual 
meeting is held on Thursdays, at 3 prompt, Mr. J. M. Dale presiding, 
in connection with the Busy Bees. 

Loxpos. Stratford.—Annual meeting of members of society after 
the service on Sunday, 21st, to receive the report and balance sheet,— 
J. Rainbow, hon. sec, 

Lonpoy.—Open-air Work.—The Parks, etc., intended to be worked 
during the season, include: Battersea Park, Blackheath, Clapham 
Common, Clerkenwell Green, Finsbury Park, Hyde Park, Kensal 
Green, Peckham Rye, Regent’s Park, Ravenscourt Park, Stratford, 
Tottenham, and Victoria Park. Due notice will be given of meetings 
Mass Meetings will be held during the season, as follows (weather 
permitting): June 4, Victoria Park; July 30, Battersea Park; Aug, 27, 
Hyde Park. Meetings to commence at 3 p.m. and 6-30 p.m. punotually. 
N.B.—At these meetings it is hoped that the workers will be rewarded 
by the sympathy of Spiritualists being present in their numbers. 

Mancuestrer, Pendleton, Cobden Streep Lyceum.—Whit-Sunday 
(weather permitting), a procession round the district. Special Hymus 
will be sung on the route. Whit-Thursday, Lycoum trip to W. 
Train leaving Pendleton (new Station) at 9-12 a.m., and returning at 
7-55 p.m. Prices for Lyceumists under 12, 3d.; over 12, 7d. Friends 
under 12, 44d.; over 12, 9d. Lyceumista will be provided with 
provisions.—James Jackson, secretary, 

J. Monsz has Sunday, July 23rd, vacant 
nee eye will hold special meetings, Glasgow, 21st; Maccles- 
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NEWOABTLE-ON-TYNE.—Mr. W. Weatgarth, May 21, at 6-30. Sub- 
ject: “Social States ou Earth and in Spirit Life.” Mr. E. W. Walis, 
May 28 and 29, a aas 

Norrixanam., Masonic Hall.—Whit-Sunday, May 21: Professor 
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